
centerpieces of the ceilings hang crystal chandeliers. All the fur-
niture is mahogany. A number of pieces perpetuate the Sheraton
style of about 1800, while others have the heavier proportions
and coarser carving typical of the last phrase of the classic revival
in the 1830's. Two pieces bear the brass name plate of the London
manufacturers Morgan and Saunders — the dining table, which
has an extending frame and turned and reeded legs with brass
casters, and an attractive bedstead with slender fluted foot posts
and brass casters. Sam Lord's own bedstead is a massive four-
poster with elaborately carved posts, and his equally massive break-
front wardrobe stands six feet six inches high and is eight feet
long by two feet deep.

There is a set of mahogany Sheraton chairs of the mid 18th.
century type, with a cresting rail, carved splat and forward splaying
feet. Another set of chairs with turned and reeded feet has brass
enrichments and a wide splat. The serpentine fronted sideboard
is of veneered mahogany, with reeded legs and brass lion-head
handles. A mahogany pier-table or dwarf book-case with a white
marble top is supported by monopodia with carved acanthus leaves
and scrolls. Somewhat similar carving occurs on a mahogany
commode supported on circular paw feet.

The circular Sheraton library or rent table, with its charac-
teristic drum head top and brass handles, has a central fluted shaft
terminating in 4 reeded feet with brass claws. There is a caned
sofa with a carved back and arms with splayed feet terminating in
brass, lions paws. A Sheraton mahogany card table has a folding
top and turned and reeded legs; another of later date is of pillar
and claw design. Sam Lord's travelling desk is of mahogany
heavily branded with brass with his crest also of brass inlaid on the
lid. :3

Of the silver, china, and glass which were once at Long Bay
Castle, only a few pieces of an English dinner service remain; they
are decorated with a green striped border typical of the Regency
period. Some pieces formerly at the castle are in the Museum:
a teapot, teacup, and saucer from a Bloor Derby tea service, decora
ted with red roses and leaves on a richly gilt ground, and a Barr,
Flight & Barr Worcester chocolate pot with a black transfer decora-
tion of tropical shells and sea urchins. From a catalogue of the
the contents of the castle we learn that there was also a massive
silver service; two soup tureens, twenty-four soup plates, twelve
meat dishes, and twenty-four dinner plates. The wine bottles,
which came four thousand miles across the sea, bore a seal with
their owner's name, S. Lord, Long Bay. . 4 Some of these can still
be seen in the bar of this fabled mansion, which is today a hotel
called Sam Lord's Castle .
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2. In the Barbados Globe & Colonial Advocate of 5th. October 1835 there appeared
an advertisement for:

"J. Harrison & C. Rutter

(Lately employed at Windsor Castle Palace one of the
Residences of His Most Gracious Majesty)

Have the honour respectfully to announce to the Inhabitants of Barbados,
that they have commenced business in this colony as

PLAIN & ORNAMENTAL
PLASTERER'S"

&c.

Photographs of many of the pieces of furniture described appear in Antiques,
August 1961, together with views of the Castle . It is regretted that it has not
been possible to reproduce these.

Two of these wine bottles are in the Museum as is also a Bellarmine jug or
"Gallonier" of the late 17th. century, which was dived from a wreck lying
off Sam Lord's Castle.

A HISTORICAL SKETCH OF POTTERY MANUFACTURE
IN BARBADOS'

- By JEROME SS. HANDLER,

Southern Illinois University.

INTRODUCTION

Today, in Barbados, a handful of potters in the village of
Chalky Mount are eking out a precarious living from the products
of their manufacture. Despite its small productive scale, pottery-
making at Chalky Mount is the main cottage industry of Barbados
as it has been for quite a number of years. But the pottery in-
dustry has not always been a cottage one nor has it been solely
localized at Chalky Mount. In former days pottery-making was
primarily a plantation based industry, in which pots were made that
were used in the manufacture of Muscovado sugar. Little is known
of the pottery industry, and in this paper I hope to establish a pre-
liminary sketch of its history and development in Barbados as a
whole and at Chalky Mount in particular.

Let me emphasize at the outset that the pages to follow give
but a skeletal picture. The presentation is made, however tenta-
tively, in order to forward a series of hypotheses which readers
of this journal might find of some utility in pursuing researches of
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their own. That is, on the basis of data that I have thus far gathered
only a suggestive, and at times hypothetical, outline of the his-
tory and development of pottery manufacture in Barbados can
be given. It is hoped that those who come across other materials
will be able to shed more light on this small, but nonetheless interes-
ting aspect of Barbadian history and society.

In the introduction to his report on clayworking in Barbados
J . R . Brannam, a ceramicist, gives expression to a widespread
notion in Barbados when he states that

"Clay working has existed in Barbados for longer than can be
accurately traced, the art of making primitive pottery articles having
been probably originally imported from Africa and handed down from
one generation to another up to the present clay ."2

If Brannam had reported on pottery manufacture in such islands
as Nevis or Antigua he might be correct in his assertion, but Bar-
badian conditions are quite different from these two islands, and
all present evidence indicates that the story of the introduction
and subsequent development of pottery in Barbados can be told
without any reference to Africa .3

The major contentions of this paper are that pottery techniques
were introduced from England, and that the industry developed in
intimate association with the needs of the plantation sugar economy.
The seeds for a later cottage industry were sown within- the- context
of the plantation — slave system — and later, after emancipation, a
fully developed cottage industry emerged. This cottage industry
continued to supply wares needed in the manufacture of sugar
while at the same time producing certain types of household utili-
tarian wares. These latter items were concentrated upon more and
more as sugar productive techniques changed until eventually this
cottage industry was able to divorce itself completely from the
needs of the sugar industry, a situation which has prevailed up
to the present. For a fuller expansion of these statements let us
now look at those historical materials which time and availability
permitted me to examine.

POTTERY IN THE 17TH CENTURY .

Richard Ligon, writing of Barbados in the late 1640's, gives
us our first lead into the possible uses of clay manufactured items.
From his writings it is apparent that attempts were being made
by the settlers to utilize the clay resources of the island, as had
the Arawaks who had preceeded them, but for different purposes.
Ligon speaks of the desire to produce bricks of local clay so as to
utilize them in the construction of houses . 4 By all indications
many attempts were being made to construct these bricks, but,
if we can accept Ligon, with, little success for the settlers were un
able to find the "true temper" of the clay since the bricks, when

130

fired, would crack and break. There is no positive evidence here
as to whether or not the bricks were being fired in kilns, but this
is an issue I will take up in a moment. Turning to Ligon's descrip-
tion of the manufacture of Muscovado sugar we get another indirect
lead into the fact that the island's clay resources were not being
effectively exploited. The details of sugar manufacture in these
early days need not concern us in detail here . Suffice to note
that in the manufacture of Muscovado, after the sugar had been
cooled, it was put into containers called pots but . . . .made of
boards sixteen inches square above, and so grow taper to a point
downward... . "5 Other materials presented by Ligon also suggest
that at this time wood and not clay was being used by the sugar
industry for the Muscovado containers .6

For purposes of this presentation, then, two considerations
of some importance stand out from the above: One, the relatively
abundant clay resources of Barbados, though recognized, were
being exploited with some difficulty by the early settlers for reasons
of their own technological deficiencies; and two, that in the manu-
facture of Muscovado sugar, the primary type–made, wooden con-
tainers were utilized. However, sometime between Ligon's writing
and 1678 conditions had changed somewhat

Ina will dated April 27, 1678 two plantations in the Scotland
_ _ _ 	 _ io_

district are mentioned one of these being in the Chalky Mount area
of St. Andrew. Among the effects of this plantation, of around
50 acres, is listed " ....one kill house with brick pillars and tiled,
one large pott house to make and dry earthen wares in . "7
There is no statement as to what kinds of wares were made in this
pot house, and note that the fortuitous finding of this will does
not indicate, of necessity, that this was the only plantation in Bar-
bados manufacturing earthen wares . 8 One wonders if the pot
house was used to produce household utilitarian wares, but it seems
that utensils of this period, even if they were made of earthen ware
— and most of them apparently were not 6 — were imported from
England as they continued to be imported well into the 18th cen-
tury and later . 1 ° Even if the pothouse mentioned in Settle's will
did produce some kind of utilitarian wares, and this is a possibility
that will concern us in greater detail further on, its major function
is probably that attributed to it by Connell:

"The most important manufacture of the pot house was undoubted-
ly the conical sugar pot or mould into which wet sugar was placed.
Through a hole in the bottom of the pot the molasses dropped away,
leaving behind the dried sugar. ."31

Unfortunately definite evidence is lacking_ to support this conjec-
ture, but at present it seems to be a reasonable one.

An obvious implication of the aforegoing is than sometime
between Ligon's writings in the 1640's and 1678 12 the ability to
make and fire pottery vessels had been introduced in Barbados,
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MUSCOVADO SUGAR MOULDS — Scale 1/4 inch 3 inches.

I. Red pottery mould with iron band, probably locally made.
2. Imported earthenware mould.
3. Metal mould.

These 3 moulds are exhibited in the Barbados Museum.
4. Sugar mould & vessel into which molasses dripped, after P. Labat's

Isles de L'Amerique, Vol. Ill plate facing page 272.
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and probably during that time earthen wares were beginning to
suplant wooden containers in the sugar industry . By 1689 plan-
tations with supplies of clay would appear to have been selling sugar
pots. "We must have yearly some hundred pairs of Sugar Pots,
and Jarrs . Every hundred pairs cloth cost near ten pound; and
we must fetch them several Miles upon Negroes heads." The
sugar pots are not specified as being of clay but it seems likely from
the context since "Jarrs" would be of clay . It is certain, however,
that by 1700 two types of containers, made of wood and clay, were
existing side by side" though there is no way of telling as to what
proportions one material was being used over the other. It may be
surmised, however, that the island's clay resources were utilized
once the techniques were available to properly exploit them.

Because of the dearth of materials a great deal of speculation
must surround the questions of how, by whom, and under what
conditions pottery techniques were introduced. Connell has made
some efforts in this direction, and though he admits his arguments
are debatable he seems to me to be on the right track.

"Among the indentured servants sent out to Barbados, there
appears in 1659 the name of Ambrose Bissicke, Potter, of Bristol.
Now, Bristol had been making earthenware since the reign of Edward I,
and-it-is--probably--that this potter or some other from Bristol — for
many Bristol men appear on the lists of indentured servants, was re-
sponsible for the initial pottery industry of Barbados. Only a short
distance away from Chalky Mount and the potteries is a plantation
called-Bissex Mill, the name of which is possibly more than a coinci-
dence.

However, Bristol, though a key port of departure for ships sailing
to the West Indies, was not the only pottery making center in the
British Isles during the 17th century. Among others, various parts
of the London area, Wincanton in Somerset, Nottingham, Brisling—
ton, and parts of Staffordshire also contained various pottery works"
so that it is just as conceivable that these areas could have yielded
potters who were instrumental in establishing the pottery industry
in Barbados. Also the only port list available to me is the one from
Bristol referred to above by Connell' 6 so we do not know the occupa-
tions of other servants who might have sailed from such, a place as
Liverpool, for example, and it is just as reasonable to assume that
potters might have sailed from Liverpool as they did from Bristol.

But on the Bristol lists, out of 2656 names reported as having
departed between the years 1654 and 1686, only two persons are
definitely listed as being potters, and there are quite a few names
for whom no occupational listing is given so there is no reason
not to believe that among these persons there might have been
potters as well. Of the two potters listed one is Ambrose Bissicke,
who, as Connell 'indicates, not only claimed Bristol as his home,
but entered Barbados in 1658. Thomas Braughing, from London,
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The question, then, of who introduced pottery techniques into
Barbados is an open one: The original potter or potters could have
come from a number of different places in the British Isles other
than Bristol; among those who sailed from Bristol there might have
been more potters than just the two listed, and potters as well might
have sailed from such ports as Liverpool. And, of course, pottery
may not have been introduced directly from Britain but from some
other area — a factor worthy of consideration.

But, in general, the far more important point suggested by
Connell is that it was introduced from England, and quite conceivably
by some indentured servants and if not by an indentured servant or
servants then by others from England. Though these statements
must remain hypothetical, I do not believe that they can be ignored.

Another problem of some importance, which must remain un-
resolved at present, concerns the technological aspects of pottery
production. I have absolutely no evidence of the techniques of
manufacture and the tools employed in these early days. All I
know is that both a kiln and a wheel  wereused_. Now, obviously
there are many kinds of kilns and many kinds of wheels, and not
knowing the kind used in this historical period makes it even more
difficult to ascribe a source of origin to Barbadian pottery manu-

"facture':— Africa-,--as -I- said -before, appears- to- be ruled out. If
we assume that the wheel and kiln of today are essentially what one
found in Barbados in the early days we are left with the problem that
the wheel and kiln-used in England in the 17th century are quite
unlike the wheel and kiln of Barbados. Now, it must be warned
again that there is no concrete evidence which warrants the assump-
tion that the wheel and kiln of today are the same as the Barbadian
wheel and kiln of the 17th and 18th centuries. But if they are then
why is it, if the techniques were introduced from England, that
these tools so differ from their English counterparts of the same
time period . 21

POTTERY IN THE 18TH CENTURY.

In all, though, by the late 1670's at least, pottery was apparent-
ly being manufactured on various plantations for use in the manu-
facture of sugar though up until the early 1700's wood containers
were being used as well. By the time of Hughes's writing in the
mid 18th century it seems as if wood was no longer being used, and
that pottery is fully employed in-the manufacture of Muscovado.22
In fact, Hall, writing around 1775, lists 19 pot kilns on various
plantations of the island although there is no way of telling from
his book whether these 19 kilns were distributed over 19 plantations
or whether one plantation might have more than one kiln (which is
likely); nor does he give us the names of these plantations, any

the other potter mentioned on the Bristol lists entered Barbados
in 1660. Both of these potters entered Barbados, then, in the

\ period within which I feel pottery must have been introduced.
However, I could not find any trace of these two persons in such
sources as are contained within the Registry Vaults . 17 It is highly
possible, of course, that these men were among the many who left
Barbados to return to England or to the mainland Colonies after
having served their terms of indenture . But the point here in
relation to Ambrose Bissicke, at least, is that there is no trace of
that name in the records and especially not for St. Andrew's or
St. Joseph's parishes

There is no 17th or early 18th century record of anyone by the
name of Bissicke having sired a legal child, nor is there any record
of an Ambrose Bissicke having been buried on the island, and like-
wise there are no indications of any Bissicke being married . Nor
is there any mention of Ambrose Bissicke in the Barbados census
of 1679. In this census there is a "Widdoe Bissick" listed in
St. Joseph's parish holding 11 acres of land, but there is simply
no way of telling if this woman was in any way related to Ambrose
Bissicke. In other words there is no indication that Ambrose
Bissicke was resident on or near the area of Chalky Mount during
the time period in question, and there is every indication-that-he- --
did not stay in the island very long. This still does not rule out the
fact that he might have had something to do with the initial pottery
industry, for quite obviously he need not have lived in the Chalky
Mount area to introduce the techniques. There are a handful
of persons with the surname of Bissex listed in the late 17th century
and early 18th century, but all of these were concentrated in the
Parish of St. James and none of them bear the christian name
of Ambrosel8 nor for that matter can we be sure that the
name Bissex is a "corruption" of the name Bissicke . Bissex Hill
makes its first appearance on Mayo's map, published sometime
between 1717 and 1721 19, but the first mention of Bissex as a planta-
tion appears in Schomburgk's map of 1846, and from the text2°
it seems that Bissex Hill was a fairly new plantation at the time of
his writing.

The above materials indicate that, contrary to Connell's asser-
tion, (though in fairness to him he forwards this assertion tenta-
tively and is by no means emphatic on this point) the fact that
there is a plantation named Bissex near the Chalky Mount potteries
is to me a coincidence, and it would seem rather difficult to prove,
as Connell would admit, that the occurrence of an Ambrose Bissicke
in the early lists and the fact that there is a Bissex plantation is
something more than a coincidence at least in relation to the establish-
ment of a pottery industry.
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description of the kilns, or any methods of manufacture . 23 It
is important to note that Hall also mentions that sugar pots were
imported from England as wel1, 24 which would seem to indicate
that the local pot industry could not keep pace with the demands
made upon it by the sugar industry as a whole . 25 But the manu-
facture of pottery was of some importance to the plantations that
manufactured it not only in terms of their own needs in the manu-
facture of Muscovado, but for the extra revenue that it could bring.
The evidence from Codrington — which is our best source in these
matters — indicates that pottery was made not only for local plan-
tation needs but for sale to other plantations as well.

The manufacture of pottery in the early 18th century was an
important side–industry in the operation of the Codrington estates
as a whole . On the Consett estate (the lower plantation) where
there were good clay deposits, the pothouse 26 was used "for making
of sugar pots and other wares used in the manufacture and storing
of sugar. 27

The major type of ware manufactured on the estates was
undoubtedly the conical sugar pot, with a perforated bottom,
used in the manufacture of Muscovado, and clayed sugar. After
the sugar had cooled it was shovelled into these pots which were then
placed on racks in the sugar house. It took -about-2-3-weeks for
the molasses to drip through on to troughs which were below the
racks. The bottom of the pot was then plugged and the Muscovado
was ready for shipment. Hartley mentions that perforated-hogs-
heads were also used in the manufacture of Muscovado," but it
would seem that pots, because of their smaller size, were easier to

1 lifting and placing them in the racks above the troughs .
After the Muscovado was relatively dry it was then transferred
to hogsheads . 26 The pots varied in size, but usually held about
70 pounds of sugar while hogsheads in which the sugar was shipped
held between 1400-1800 pounds (English weights). Upon ship
ment the hogsheads were normally divided among a number of
different vessels to insure against total loss in case of shipwreck
or capture of the vessel during times of war.

Though we know the uses to which the pots were put and have
a fair idea of the pots themselves" there is unfortunately no indi-
cation of the method of manufacture of these wares, the kind of
wheel, kiln used, etc., nor`do we have any information as to whether
other types of wares were being manufactured as well.

But the sugar pots were not used for plantation needs alone.
Wares sold to "neighbors" in 1715, for instance, grossed 117 pounds,
which was considerably less than, the 400-500 pounds normally
expected from the sale of pottery items, yet it accounted for some-
thing like 2.1 per cent of the estates' gross income for that year . "
By 1748 the attorneys who managed estate affairs were concerned

about the lack of artisans, and among other items specifically mention
the pothouse.

" ....Whereas pots have been at so good a price this year, that
had the work been well supplied, and all our pots sold at market price
it would have cleared £500 or £600. "32

From about 1749 to 1757 average profits on the estates were
dipping dangerously low, so that in 1760 the Society in London
appointed a special committee to conduct a thorough investigation
of local conditions . Among the committee's recommendations to
revitalize the economic outlook of the estates were some suggestions
relevant to pottery manufacture . Robert Hay Drummond, the
Bishop of St . Asaph, in making his report, set as a goal an annual
income of £3,600 sterling, £250 of which he felt should come from
the sale of pottery items manufactured on the estates . 33 Or put
another way, ideally pottery should account for something like 7
per cent. of the plantations' yearly income.

In 1818, sugar accounted for 74 per cent of Codrington's income,
rum and molasses 8 per cent, and 18 per cent-came from the sale
of such things as hogsheads, vegetables, milk "and other plantation
products. "34 Unfortunately there is no itemization of these "other
plantation produets"  though it would safe_ to assume that
pottery was among them for Muscovado sugar was still the main
type being manufactured. Pottery was made at Codrington, then,

/not, only for plantation uses, but for outside sales as well. Yet
/ the chronic difficulty in getting skilled potters continuously plagued

anticipated revenues that could accrue to the estates from pottery
sales, and efforts, over the years, were repeatedly made to rectify

I, the problem of skilled artisans -- among whom were the potters .
Before Christopher Codrington died there was but one potter

on his estates, an old slave who, before he died in 1713, was able to
instruct a young apprentice in the art. Though this apprentice
was apparently able to produce a sufficient number of wares for
estate needs he fell far short of wares needed for sales outside the
plantation, a condition which was of some concern to the manager
at that time. In order to maintain some income from pottery
and meanwhile train slaves in the art he leased the pothouse to
outsiders. In a letter to the Society in 1719 he defended his actions
along the following lines:

"In hopes to improve it I lett it out in 1714 for the produce to a
person who had been imploy'd in a Pot House who brought on a
certain number, of Negro's ...he made bad, ware. The Dividend I
Was oblidged to take for the Plantation Service.... these two last
years 1717 and 1718 1 hired another to look after this Pot house at
£30 and 35 p. ann; ....And if we had any prospect of a crop this
year, it is now in a better condition than I ever knew, you having
two potters your own that make good ware . "35
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By 1719, problems associated with pottery production seem to
have abated somewhat. Our next evidence from 1748 indicates that
labor problems were again besetting the plantation with respect to
artisans . The estates' attorneys in their report for that year,
note that the "pothouse which is a considerable article on the es
tates . . . . is now so underhanded, that it turns to no account at
all. "38 In his 1760 report the Bishop of St. Asaph "called atten-
tion to the 'want of Negroes' for the pot house . Properly staffed,
he believed it 'might employ 30 Negroes' .. . . " 3 ' Again in 1761
concern over the dearth of skilled labor caused the attorneys to re-
commend that slaves be taken off the fields and trained in various
artisan capacities so that at least 25 slaves be always retained in
the pot house . 38 In 1775 there were twenty-one artisans listed for
the estates 3 of whom are potters . One of these men died soon
afterwards so that by 1781 there were only two potters, Cudjoe
and Scipio. General labor shortages caused Scipio to be returned
to field work," so that by 1783 there was only one full time potter
on the estates. But "all was not well, even now, for in 1784 one
Issac Delevan was paid £5 'for instructing the potter to make pots
etc. "48

In all, despite the lack of skilled labor and the various diffi-
culties associated with the training of potters, it is of some importance
to note the significance attached to the making of pottery by the
plantation's hierarchy — a significance over and above the im-
mediate needs of the plantation's sugar manufacturing requirements.
The income derived from the sale of sugar pots, then, was considered
to be of some importance as an adjunct to the overall economy of
the estates — if not in fact, sometimes, certainly it was felt to be
potentially important and no little significance was attached to it .

As I mentioned before pottery was being produced in other
areas of Barbados during the 18th century, and it would be extreme-
ly important to know what was happening in these other plantations,
e. g . , was pottery viewed in the same way as it was on the Codring-
ton estates, did the same kinds of problems prevail?

The situation at Codrington might not have been unique, and
indeed I would suggest that it was not, though a clarification of
this issue awaits uncovery of further evidence dealing with pottery
production on the plantations of this period. The suggestion that
the Codrington experience was not unique, and part of a wider
phenomena, stems from certain conditions of the plantation econo-
my of this period. For the West Indies as a whole this situation
has been effectively summarized by Mintz in the following passage:

"An investment in slaves ... means that capital is being held in a
particularly elastic form. Whether or not this will be brought home
to the slave owner depends on the degree to which he considers his
human chattels an investment . On the plantations, ecological eondi-

tions and the nature of the crops grown meant that the slaves were
substantially non productive- in terms of maximizing a cash profit —
for some part of the year. Unlike the wage earners of early capitalism,
slaves represented a cost, diminishing capital when they were not work-
ing, to the entrepreneur. This helps to explain the truly desperate
efforts of slave owners to increase their profit margins by compelling
slaves to grow their own foodstuffs, by enabling them to become arti-
sans, by renting them out in labor gangs and so on. "41

Certainly, the Codrington estates, in general, and with reference to
pottery production are a good example of the situation Mintz is
describing above and it does not seem at all unreasonable to hypo-
thesize, with respect to pottery in particular, that something similar
was going on in other plantations of Barbados.

THE SLAVE MARKETS.

Aside from the selling of wares by plantations to other planta-
tions another topic of some importance, in considering the later
emergence of a cottage industry, relates  to  the selling of wares by
the slaves themselves. Once again, the Codrington materials are
most suggestive.

In 1713, in keeping with the conditions of Codrington's will to
introduce-Christianity. among the slaves,- orders were given to per-
mit the slaves to work for themselves on Saturday afternoons so
that they would be able to attend catechisms on Sunday. Else-
wherain--Barbados, as in other areas of the West Indies, Sundays
were normally given off to the slaves who were then able to utilize
their free time according to their own discretion. After a while
difficulties in activating the religious program on the Codrington
estates led to the abolishment of the free Saturday afternoons so
that, the "six day week of work and the Sunday holiday were soon
as much the rule on the Society's plantations as elsewhere in the

"42colony. /94

Free. Saturday afternoons as well as free Sundays were charac-
teristic of Jamaica. Here the slaves were alloted provision grounds
upon which they were expected to raise the bulk of their foodstuffs.
The reasons for this are beyond the scope of this paper, but have been
extensively dealt with in a paper by Mintz and Hall. 43 Even
though most of the slaves' foodstuffs were provided by the plantations
in Barbados, small parcels of ground were alloted. them. The
amount of ground allocated would vary from plantation to planta-
tion depending on such things as the_number of slaves, the iprice of
sugar in a given year, the arability of plantation lands, etc. In
quite a few instances these small parcels did permit the production
of foods which were not only consumed by the producers themselves,
but which were also used as items of exchange at the Sunday markets.
Among other things these markets served as vehicles through which
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the personal produces of the slaves were exchanged among them-
selves and with others, e.g. , poor-whites, on a cash or kind basis.
The situation is well described in the following passage.

"In all the islands, and especially those in which the food-import-
system prevailed, the provident planter attempted to time his purchase
of imported foods judiciously in order to keep his costs down and his
stocks ready in case of shortage. At the same time, unsupervised
cultivation of food stocks by the slaves themselves grew steadily more
important, whenever the estate contained land to support their acti-
vity.

The slaves used such lands to produce a variety of foods, such as
tree crops, vegetables, edible herbs and roots, as well as craft materials.
This produce was primarily intended for their own domestic use.
But eventually= and the details of the process are regrettably dim —
surpluses came to be taken to local markets and exchanged for other
commodities, or sold for cash. The proceeds of these transactions
accrued entirely to the slaves, apparently from the very first. Market
day, customarily held on Sunday so as not to interfere with estate
cultivation, became an important social and economic institution."44

In Barbados, these markets were quite popular, and in spite of
attempts to discourage participation in them through "... laws
that forbade the Negroes to wander from the estates, congregate
together, or barter" 4 5 they continued to flourish throughout the island.
On the Codrington estates, for example, the manager in the 1740's,
under directions from London, tried forcibly to control the activi-
ties of the slaves on Sunday but, "the force of custom soon broke
through both law and managerial resolve ." 4-6- Whether the persig

-tence of slave desire to participate in Sunday markets and managerial
permission to continue this participation was due to "force of cus-
tom" or more fundamental social and economic factors is beside the
point at present. The fact is that Sunday markets were an impor-
tant institution, the activities of which involved the exchange of
slave produced items, and that it is not unreasonable to assume
that in Barbados, as in Jamaica, 47 handicraft items, among them
pottery, would be items within this exchange system— factors
which are of special significance in considering the later emergence
of a pottery cottage industry .

Once again, I turn to Mintz and Hall's comments on Jamaica.

"The unsupervised production of food crops by the slaves provided
the very basis of the open market system. Each slave cultivated as,
and what, he wanted to cultivate . His primary concern, originally,
might well have been his household needs. But because his neigh-
bors also had free choice of whether to plant, what to plant, and how
much of it, the range of small transactions which might take place even
among the slaves of a single estate was considerable . For instance,
the volume of exchange would have been increased by the fact that some
slaves would prefer to produce minor handicrafts, some to raise small
livestock, and some to grow food.. . "48

There is no reason to suspect that, in general terms, the above
remarks cannot as well characterize at least some sections of Barba-
dos even though the scale and number of Barbadian markets were
much less than in Jamaica.

This seems like a worthwhile line to pursue in further research.
For if slaves were able to sell the products of their own labor, it
is not unreasonable to assume that those slaves who were potters
would be selling the products of their manufacture in the same
sense as others would be exchanging or selling foodstuffs. That
is, as a working hypothesis, one might claim that the productive
and distributive foundations of a later cottage industry were laid
down in the days prior to emancipation within the context of the
plantation system wherein various slaves learned the art of pottery
making, produced not only for plantation needs and outside sales,
but also began to exchange some of these wares on their own.

THE EMERGENCE OF A COTTAGE INDUSTRY.

That pottery was being manufactured on a number of plantations
in Barbados has been established; however I have no information
which would conclusively show where, in what way, and under what
conditions-the---transition-of pottery from- a, plantation associated
activity to a cottage industry took place. Schomburgk, in speak-
ing of the Mt. All area in . St. Andrew, says

"The clays, mixed more or less with siliceous matter, were former-
ly extensively used for the preparation of earthern ware. The pot-
teries were very numerous during the last century, when it was custom-
ary to manufacture forms for making clayed sugars. Goglets, pitchers,
and some other coarse articles of pottery and ware, are still manufac-
tured in the Scotland District . "49

Unfortunately, Schomburgk gives us no further details. Aside
from more materials on the industry itself it would be of interest
to know where else in the Scotland district pottery was being manu-
factured. And though he tells us that potteries were well in evi-
dence in the 18th century he does not support this statement nor
is it clear as to whether these potteries were associated with planta
tions or were cottage industries — the latter certainly being the case
for the Mt. All area in the 1840's

Now, there are also a number of unanswered questions relating
to the establishment of a pottery industry on Chalky Mount. We
know that pottery was being made in the area as early as the latter
17th century, s ° yet I was unable to find any materials which would
indicate, one way or the other, the continuity of pottery manufac-
ture in this area until the 19th century when our first definitive
evidence of a cottage industry appears. That is, it is an open
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question as to whether or not pottery was manufactured on the
Mount continuously from the 17th century to the present.

Today when potters are queried along these lines the story
that one gets is that pottery was established by persons unknowns'
who came to Chalky Mount from other areas in Barbados. Usually
people feel the initial potters came from somewhere in St. John,
and invariably they are identified as being white. Potters today
are ready to admit that historical matters of this kind were not
discussed to any great length by the "old folks", but within the
living memory of all older informants, potter and non-potter
a'ike, no white people were ever engaged in pottery makng on the
Mount and yet oral tradition maintains this point. Oral tradition,
in any event, must always be used in a highly cautious manner, and
in the absence of any real supporting evidence we must leave the
question an open one.

However, this is suggestive of another possibility concerning
the establishment of pottery as a cottage industry. There is more
than an outside chance that whites on the island, during slave days,
were involved in the manufacture of pottery. This suggestion
stems from three sources: One, it is simply a logical possibility.
As was mentioned, 52 among the immigrants from England there
were potters who, quite conceivably, could have_ carried on their
trade here — given the clay resources of the island and the market
for pots in the sugar industry . Two, there are indications, from
the Codrington materials at least, that whites were brought in periodi-
cally to teach the slaves the art. These whites could have been
manufacturing on their own on a cottage basis simultaneous with
plantation pottery, manufacture. And three, the fact that whites
were part of an early cottage industry would be coincident with
oral tradition on Chalky Mount itself which not only stresses that
pottery was introduced in the area by whites, but also empha-
sizes that pottery was being made in the days of slavery as well.
Now, the statement that white potters were producing on a cottage
basis during slave days is a hypothetical one, yet as a hypothesis
I do not believe that it can be ruled out. Further evidence, however,
as with other arguments in this paper, is needed before any defini-
tive conclusions can be drawn.

In returning to Chalky Mount, it is to be noted that Schom-
burgk does not mention a pottery industry there although it is
quite evident that he did travel through this area making geologi-
cal and other observations. It is of some interest that he omits
reference to potters on the Mount for it is known from various
demographic records that there were a few potters in this area
at the time of his visit.

The only occupational evidence I have for this period derives
from the records of Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials which can be
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found in the Registry Vaults, but these go back no further than
1829 for St. Andrew. Keeping the obvious limitations of these
types of materials in mind it is to be noted that there are but three
persons listed as potters between 1829 and 1860, these names first
appearing as the fathers of children being baptized in the 1840's."
These three potters, Thomas, James, and Robert Edward all bear
the surname Thompson, and judging from other genealogical
materials extracted from other years it seems as if they were all
roughly within the same generation. Presumably they were some
kind of kin, but I am unable to trace the nature of their relation-
ships so that I cannot tell, for example, whether they were brothers
or cousins. Now, it is obviously quite possible that there were
other potters on the Mount within this time period, but since their
names are not included on the Marriage, Baptism, and Burial lists
it is impossible to tell how many others there might have been.

It would be of great interest to know the racial make-up of
these Thompsons, assuming them to be of the same family. Sur-
names in and of themselves, are no clear indication --  at least not
for this early period. If the Baptism entries had occurred prior to
emancipation it might be fair to assume that they were white, but
since the entries occur after emancipation one can not be sure.
-Priorto-emaneipation it was not customary to-include-colored names
on the Parish records unless those colored persons were free, and
under such circumstances the qualifying statement "free colored
person" would usually -appear next to that person's name. For
this reason it would be safe to assume that those names appearing
prior to emancipation, and to some extent during the following
"apprenticeship" period — unless otherwise qualified —were those
of white persons. But since all the names of the potter Thompsons
first appear after emancipation one cannot be entirely sure of their
racial composition, and the fact that this area was one of relatively
heavy white population makes it even more difficult to jump to con-
clusions.

There are a number of things, however, which lead me to be-
lieve that the Thompsons were colored. For, one, older informants
on the Mount todayqre emphatic that the name Thompson in this
area always belong ho colored people. Another is that the only
time the name Thompson appears in this area prior to emancipation
— within the limits of our records — is in a Baptism record where
"Susan Thompson.... Free Black Woman" is listed as having
given birth to a son." It is to be noted that I have no evidence,
one way or the other, that would link. Susan Thompson with one
or all of the potters, but after emancipation the name Thompson
appears with relative frequency in the Parish records. A third
reason is that in 1856 a Benjamin Thompson is listed as being
married, and knowing his age at the time it is easy to figure out



THE JOURNAL OP THE B.M.H.S.

his birth date. Having been born on Chalky Mount there is never-
theless no indication of his Baptism which would have occurred
prior to emancipation. A fourth reason flows from the third, and
that is later this same Thompson's daughter is listed as marrying
into the Harding family which we have been able to establish along
the same lines as being a colored family, and it was not customary
on the Mount, as elsewhere in Barbados, for whites and colored
to intermarry . The Thompsons, then, were colored or so it appears,
but as to how long they were making pottery on the Mount, before
their names first appear, I am unable to te11.55

During the 1870's I have three more listings of potters, two
of them with the surname Harding, and another Thompson other than
the three recorded above . 56 But it is still difficult to ascertain
the number of potters on the Mount so as to get some idea of the
scale of the industry during this part of the 19th century. For
as I said not only am I restricted to Burial, Baptism and Marriage
records, but I must of necessity rely on the occupational listings
and these are not always given next to names which are recorded.
Also it can be shown that a man one year might have laborer listed
next to his name and two years following he might be listed as a pot-
ter, then again as laborer. If present conditions are any indication
it is just as plausible that among those listed as laborers in the
19th century records, by far the largest occupational category,
there were potters as well. In other words chances are quite good
that there were more potters than those for whom I have direct
evidence. Just how many more it is difficult to tell, though it
seems quite apparent that in those days, as today, potters formed
but a small proportion of the working population of Chalky Mount .

With these few cases one can see a tendency for pottery making
to be particularly evident within certain families 57 something
which has characterized the Chalky Mount industry for quite some
time. The most concrete evidence for this comes from materials
which have been gathered by tracing the occupational genealogies
of contemporary potters on the Mount . It has already been estab-
lished that slaves had to be taught the art of pottery manufacture
either by other slaves, or, more usually, by outside whites. At
any rate, the conditions of plantation life prior to emancipation,
the shifting around of laborers to various jobs to meet labor exi-
gencies, the high rate of mortality, the lack of stable family life,
etc. would have mitigated against pottery's being passed on from
father to son or within families as Brannurn, for one, has suggested."
Later, when pottery did emerge among certain of the colored popu-
lation as a cottage industry, the more stable conditions of family
life, relative to pre-emancipation days, would have permitted the
art to be passed down within families. Evidence gathered from
the 19th century records by tracing genealogical relations of potters
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and evidence gathered on Chalky Mount today would certainly
support this contention .

At any rate for the years 1829-1860 there are but three persons
mentioned as potters in the records at my disposal, for the five
sample years of 1874-1878 there are also three potters listed,
and by the time of the turn of the century eight men are listed as
potters . 59 None of the Christian names in each of these groups
are duplicates of the previous group . For each of these yearly
groupings there are presumably more potters, but on the basis of
the records, there is no way of telling . The historical trend, however,
seems clear. That is, the industry grew through the 19th century
from its beginnings among members of one family to increase
in numbers and include members of a number of different families,
and the descendants of these are still making wares in Chalky Mount
today:

Schomburgk's failure to mention potters on the Mount in the
1840's might indicate that the industry was just beginning and/or
on too small a scale to be singled out_  Davy" likewise
travelled through the Chalky Mount area and does not
indicate any potters there, and this holds for other travellers as well. 61

Omission in these accounts does not mean potters were not working
on Chalky Mount; --for they were, but if dt	 -this-time in-Barbados
there were other areas in which a pottery cottage industry was
functioning the Chalky Mount industry was not unique, and
this might explain -why it- is not mentioned.

However, at least some later travellers seem to feel the potteries
are of some significance if for no other reason than they are of poten-
tial interest to visitors to the island. 62 Among these travellers was
one Reverend Moxley, and the brief account that he gives of the in-
dustry as it existed some 75 years ago is the earliest definitive re-
port I have been able to find on the pottery industry of Chalky Mount
in the 19th century. It is clear from his account that the essential
features which today characterize the Chalky Mount industry,
both in production and distribution, were well developed by then.

....Occupying many of the summits and ravines of the hills
between Chalky Mount and Bissex Hill, are the 'potteries', where one
of the few industries of Barbados is carried on It must not be under-
stood that there is any large manufactory; there is not, and very
little . ... cooperation among the workers. Every man mixes his
own clay, has his own rude wheel, generally turned by some member
of his family, . . . . . and finally his own furnace . .

The ware produced is ... coarse, and marked, by singular same-
ness of design as to shape. But the very coarseness of the ware forms,
as it is used in Barbados, its greatest merit. It is very porous, and the
vessels permit a rapid evaporation of water, especially when placed in the
wind, thus keeping the contents at a temperature much lower than
that of the surrounding air .
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For this reason, although the ware is sold at a small price it is high-
ly valued, and no Barbadian home, from the Governor's residence
down to the poorest hut, is considered furnished without its assort-
ments of `goglets' and 'monkeys' as they are called ... . The vase
shaped vessels with  narrow mouths and without handles are `goglets' ;
those in shape much like a tea-kettle, and generally larger than the
former, are `monkeys'; while a third form, larger than either of the
others, and with two small side-handles, is called a `cornaree '

As these vessels are very brittle, and with the greatest care do not
last long, there is considerable demand for them ; . . .. The part taken
by the women of the family is that of distribution . . . (they) descend their
steep hills with enormous loads of ware stacked on large trays upon their
heads. These huge, burdens they will carry fourteen or fifteen miles
in Bridgetown, remaining in. the town and neighborhood till they
have cleared off their stock, a process they can only effect by walking
many miles from house to house ... . "63

The salient features of an already well–established pottery
industry are given in the above account; and for those who are
acquainted with the Chalky Mount of today this description will
bear a familiar ring. It is at this point that I would like to ter-
minate this paper for the further development of the Chalky Mount
industry up to the present would be best comprised in another
presentation. During this period I have much more reliable docu-
mentary evidence besides being able to rely upon persons living--
on the Mount today. After the Second World War changes have
been much more rapid, new pressures for change have come from a
number of different sources, and new kinds of forces have been at
play which impinge upon the potters' lives . New potters are not
being effectively recruited, old wares no longer sell as they do, and
fewer potters are in active competition for an increasingly diminish-
ing market. Of the fifteen or twenty potters on the Mount in the
1930's there are but six today 64 and the prospects of a continuing
manufactory of some substance seem dim indeed unless the industry
can reorient its productive directions, find new markets, and adopt
new manufacturing techniques. But consideration of all of this,
as I said, takes us far beyond the scope of this presentation.

POTTERY TYPES.

There remains, however, one other matter to consider before
concluding. And this pertains to the types of wares that we find
the cottage potters making in the 19th century — some of which
are still being made today.

Until relatively recent times the "monkey," goglet (pitcher)
and "conaree" were the main types of wares made by the Chalky
Mount potters. Today one rarely finds a goglet and the market
for "monkeys" and conarees is decreasing as new technological
substitutes become available and within the reach of more and more

Barbadians. The "monkey" and the goglet have been made
since at least the early part of the 19th century," and quite possibly
further back into the 18th century as well.

Hughes, speaking of the aboriginal inhabitants of Barbados,
mentions some of the archaeological sites known at the time of
his writing. At one of these

"Several earthen vessels, of different sizes, have been dug up near
the above mentioned Pond, [a site] within these thirty years past.
These were generally of a globular Figure, of a slate Colour, but very
brittle otherwise, far surpassing the Earthen-ware made here by Negroes,
in Thinness, Smoothness and Beauty . . "66

If slave artisans or their representatives were selling wares
at markets it is quite likely that there were some household utili-
tarian items such as water coolers among these — the high poro-
sity of the wares, because of the clay and the low temperatures
at which it was fired, enabling them to effectively function in
this manner. It appears as if other types of earthenwares used in
Barbados were imported from England. Where the idea came from
to make these types of wares is not known, and indeed it is just as
probable that the ware types were indigenously developed. Roach,

--formiferswnis--to imply that the similarity between Arawak finds
and contemporary wares is more than a coincidence. " Though
his description indicates that some of the Arawak wares were
water carriers-and/or coolers it seems to me that they are sufficiently
different from the Chalky Mount "monkeys" to make his specula-
tion a dubious one. And, although there were Indians brought
into the island in the 17th century there is no evidence that they
were making pottery. 68 In all, then, the monkey and goglet have
some antiquity in the pottery industry and though I have no direct
evidence on this, it is quite conceivable that they were being manu-
factured by slave artisans on the plantations and being exchanged
at the Sunday markets .

Older potters on the Mount say that in the "old days" Chalky
Mount potters used to make pots for the sugar industry, and vague
as they are on this they are certain that these pots were not made
during their life time — they had simply heard about this from the
"old folks ."66 Sugar pots went out of use in the sugar industry
sometime in the early 19th century, though as to precisely when I
cannot say. The centrifugal, invented in 1837, replaced the old
methods of draining molasses from sugar" and it appears that by
the 1850's pots were no longer being used in Barbados . 71 As the
use of pots was discontinued the cottage potters would obviously
concentrate more and more upon those items for which there would
be a market . 2
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NOTES

1. I would like to thank Brandeis University and the Research Institute for the
Study of Man whose financial support made my stay in Barbados possible .
Mr . Neville Connell, Director of the Barbados Museum, showed every courtesy
in making the Museum's library available to me, and thereby greatly facilitated
the research for this paper.

2 Report on, a Proposed Clayworking Industry in Barbados, Colonial Secretary's
Office, Advocate Co., Bridgetown, December 16, 1948, p. 3.

3. Many of the more fundamental characteristic features of pottery manufacture
in Nevis and Antigua, for example, so parallel what is known from . West Africa
that the similarities can hardly be fortuitious — given the known historical
relationship between these two islands and Africa. Among other things Nevis
and Antigua pottery is non-wheel made, is baked in open fires, and is entirely
a female occupation. Though it is hardly within the scope of this paper to
detail at length the techniques of pottery making in these islands it is with a
great deal of certainty that one can say that the differences between the Bar-
badian industry and the industry on these islands are as apparent as are the
similarities between these islands and Africa . But one need not dwell on
this. All evidence points to the fact that the pottery industry in Barbados
did not originate in Africa nor is in any way a carry over from African conditions.
In the following pages I will present more evidence to show that the persons
brought from Africa and obligated to work on the estates as potters had to be
taught by persons of European extraction. The fact that descendants of these
Africans became quite proficient in the art, as attested to by the skills of the
Chalky Mount potters today, is beside the point in terms of the historical-issues
being considered here.

4. "....for the gyre being moyst, stones often sweat, and by their moysture
rot the timbers they touch.... but the walls being made of bricks, or but lin'd
with bricks, would be much the wholesomer .... A True and Exact History
of the Island of Barbados by Richard Ligon, London, 1657, p. 42.

5. Ligon, p. 84, my italics.
6 " ....and then if the sugar be good, knock upon it with the knuckle of your

finger, as you would do upon an earthen, pot, to trio whether it be whole, and it
will give a sound; but if the sugar be very ill, it will neither be very hard, nor
give any sound...." Ligon, p. 91, my italics.

7. Widow Settle. A copy of this will can be found in the Barbados Registry,
Vol. 13, Number 477,

8. For instance on a map published in 1679 there is a Foster's pothouse indicated
somewhere in St. Joseph. (John Speed, Catalog No. M4 in the Barbados
Museum). It is of some interest to note that the Settle will mentions part
of the estate's lands bordering upon lands of a Thomas Foster. I was unable
to determine, however, if Thomas Foster is the same Foster indicated on the
Speed map. Though the Foster pothouse and the Settle pothouse are the only
direct evidence I have for, plantation pottery works, in this period it is not un-
likely that there were more.

9. "Furniture and Furnishings in Barbados During the 17th Century," by
Neville Connell, Journal of the B.M. & H.S. Journal. Vol. 24, p. 102 et seq.,
passim.

M. For example see: A General Account of the First Settlement and of the Trade
and Constitution of the Island of Barbados, by Richard Hall, written in 1775,
edited with an introduction by E. M. Shilstone, Barbados, 1924, p. 10: A Short
History of Barbados From its First Discovery and Settlement to the End of the
Year 1767, by George Frere, London, 1768, p. 112.
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11. Connell, Furniture and Furnishings etc., p. 112.
12. Undoubtedly earlier than 1678, though there is:no way, at present, of telling

just how much earlier. The will of Richard Settle, filed in 1671 (see Registry
Vaults, Wills, Volume 8, No . 362) gives no details as to the effects of the planta-
tions he left to his widow.

13. The Groans of the Plantations 1689, Anonymous, London, p, 17. "They
[the English] do not first put their raw sugar or Muscovado into hogsheads as
we do in the French islands, they put it into moulds of wood or earthenware. . ."
"Father Labat's visit to Barbados in 1700," translated with notes by Neville,
Connell, B.M. & H.S. Journal., Vol. 24 No. 4, 1957, p. 170, my italics.

14. Connell, "Furniture and Furnishings etc.," p. 112.
15. See for example: Pottery Through the Ages by George Savage, Pelican, 1959,

pp. 170-216; European Ceramic Art from the End of the Middle Ages to about
1815, by W. B. Honey, Faber & Faber, London, Vol. II, 1952, passim.

16. "Servants to Foreign Plantations from Bristol, England to Barbados, 1654—
1686." This list has been reprinted in the B.M. & H.S. Journal, Vols. 14-19 .
1946-1951.

17. For example, baptismal records (they might have sired children), burial re-
cords, marriage certificates, records of deeds and wills, early censuses, etc.

18. Parochial Register of Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, St. James Parish,
Vol. 46 A; Population Census of Barbados 1679, Population Census of Barba-
dos 1715, etc.

19. His map, "A New and Expert Map of the Island of Barbados...." can be
found in the Barbados Museum, catalog number M 7 E.

20. The History of Barbados by Sir Robert Schomburgk, London, 1848, 550 ff.
ThO-map4S-Ort file in-the-Barbados Museum,.catalog.number,M 13 b.

21. It has been very difficult to get an accurate picture of pottery techniques
with respect to tools in,England in the 17th and early 18th centuries. I have
consulted a number of fairly comprehensive works, and though there is little
definitive material, I feel fairly safe in saying that the type of hand pushed
wheel and the beehive kiln of Barbados were not used in England during this
time period. This might mean that the items used locally were indigenous-
ly developed. At any rate, it would seem that the kick wheel, for instance —
which was known in England during the 17th century — would have been
better adapted to slave conditions since only one person is needed to throw
wares.

Some of the sources consulted in relation to the above include the following :
British Museum, A Guide to the English Pottery and Porcelain in. the Department
of Ceramics and Ethnography, Oxford University Press, 1923, 3rd edition;
Childe, V. Gordon, "Rotary Motion' in a History of Technology, Vol. I, Singer,
C., Holmyard, E. J., and Hall, A. R. (ed's.), Oxford University Press, 1954;
Clow, A. and N. L., "Ceramics from the fifteenth century to the rise of the
Staffordshire potteries," History of Technology, Vol., IV, 1958; Derry, T. K. and
Trevor I. Williams, "Pottery and Glass," in A Short History of Technology,
Oxford, 1960; Haggar, Reginald G., English Country Pottery, London, 1950;
Honey, W. B., European Ceramic Art from the end of the middle Ages to About
1815, Volume 11, London, 1952; Leach, B. A Potter's Book, London, 1945;
Rosenthal, Ernst, Pottery and Ceramics, Penguin Books, N. 201, 1949; Savage,
George, Pottery through the Ages, Penguin Books, Number A439, 1959;
Scott, Sir Lindsay, "Pottery", in a History of Technology, Vol. I.

Quite a few other possible sources are unavailable to me, and there is still
more research to be done on this whole question.

22. On page 250 of his book:The Natural History of Barbados (London, 1750)
the Reverend Griffith Hughes states that "The Pots or Moulds made use of
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are earthen, and of a pyramidical form, containing from eight to thirteen
gallons...." On the same page he also suggests that another type of ware
was being made when he says "....the Pots (are) put upon earthen jars con-.
tainmg about four gallons, into which vessels the molasses drain from the
sugar...."

23. The parishes and the kilns in each are as follows: St. Phillip, 4; St. John,
4; St. Joseph, 3; St. Andrew, 6; St. Thomas, 2. See Hall, p. 5.

24. Hall, p.10.
25. Assuming that what Hall means by sugar pots are the pots used in the manu-

facture of Muscovado it is of some interest to note that I was unable to find
reference to these pots being made in England in such comprehensive sources
as are listed in note 21.

26. Cruickshank, in a brief article in this Journal, ("Field Names in Barbados,"
Vol. II, 1935) raises the possibility of exploring field names as indications
of various aspects of local history. Acknowledging that fields are named
after a former owner, crops formerly grown on, these fields, or "what used to
mark the land," he goes on to say that "I noted a Pothouse Hill, in which
there used to be a pottery.... How far back do these names go? The oldest
inhabitants now cannot remember when pottery was made in that field."
Though Cruickshank offers no evidence to support his contention that pottery
was made in the field under discussion, there is a "pothouse" in St. John's
(though I do not know for certain if this is the same as the Pothouse Hill Cruick-
shank is referring to) slightly northwest of the present site of Codrington College.
Consett, one of Codrington's estates, is not far from the Pothouse, and indeed
Pothouse might have been the location of the Codrington pothouse in the 18th
century. Admittedly, this is highly speculative.

27. Bondsmen and Bishops: Slavery and Apprenticeship on the Codrington Planta-
tions of Barbados, 1710-1838, by J. Harry Bennett, Jr., University of Cali-
fornia Publications in'History, Volume 62, Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1958, p. 3.

28. "Of the Produce of the Plantations," by H. Morse Hartley, in Codrington
Chronicle: An Experiment in Anglican Altruism on a Barbados Plantation,
1710-1834, Frank J. Klingberg (ed.), University of California Publications
in History, Vol. 37, 1949, p. 69. See also post note 70 on the use of hogsheads .
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hand F. N. Bayley writing of his visit to a sugar works during his sojurn in the
West Indies 1826--29, makes no mention of sugar pots. The sugar works he
describes " ....may be taken as a model of all other properties of Barbados."
The thick syrup "is conveyed to the coolers, and left to harden into sugar;
it is next put into hogsheads and carried to the curing–house.

"The curing–house is a large building, below which is a cistern of consider
able size. It has an open floor, being without boards, upon the thick beams
which cross it above the cistern; and, after the cooper has bored a number of
holes in the bottoms of the hogsheads, they are ranged in rows upon these beams,
and all the molasses they contain drains through the holes, and falls into the cis-
tern below: after this, the casks are filled up and sent into town, to be embarked
on board the vessels that are to convey them to England," Four Years Resi-
dence in the West Indies, 1826-29, by F. N. Bayley 1831. London, pp. 85--6.

"Up to the mid–nineteenth century the molasses was separated from
the crystals of sugar by natural drainage... The big improvement in drainage
of molasses came with the invention of the centrifugal in 1837. The centri-
fugal was a container which.... threw off the liquid from the crystals, the syrup
passing through a mesh. Whereas, under the old system drainage took two or
more weeks and was imperfectly done, the centrifugal produced a much drier
sugar in a few hours...

With the centrifugal.... the old akward. hogshead (could be ) dispensed
with, the sugar packed in bags, easily handled-and costing but a few- pennies
each...." The British West Indies Sugar Industry in the late 19th century,
by R. W. Beachey, Oxford, 1957, p. 72.

71. Hints to Young Barbados Planters, by Robert Reece, Bridgetown, 1858, passim.
l2 Fo a_kietailed _description of contenmorary rural pottery production on

Chalky Mount see "Pottery Making in Rural Barbados," by Jerome Handler
Southwestern Journal of Anthropology, Autumn 1963.

AN ORDER OF SMALL AND CURIOUS TROPICAL INSECTS.

by The REVD. E. J. PEARCE, C.R., M.A., F.R.E.S.

It is common knowledge that insects like ants and cockroaches,
as well as larger creatures like rats, have been transported all over
the world by human agency, notably commerce, and have managed
to establish themselves in many different countries, Some of these
unintended and accidental transportations are, however, rather
surprising, and a particular instance of this has recently come to
my notice.

I was interested to find that on Barbados we possess represen-
tatives of a curious and obscure order of small insects, confined to
the tropics, known to science as the Embioptera. When fully
grown they barely exceed 4 of an inch in length, and only the males
have wings, and can and do fly, though somewhat weakly. The
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