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INTRODUCTION 

Prior to  the abolition of slavery in its own colonies in 1848, the 
French government had long expressed an interest in the possible 
social and economic consequences of emancipation. For this reason , 
France tried to  closely follow the effects of emancipation in the 
British Caribbean colonies, and over the years sent observers to 
various British territories. These observers were charged with 
gathering specific information on issues which the French govern- 
ment considered significant in assessing the consequences of eman- g 

cipation and the creation of a nonslave labor force. < 

The first of these observers to  come to  Barbados was apparently 
A. Bernard, then the Attorney General of the Royal Court at , 
Guadeloupe, who also visited Antigua and Jamaica. His published 
report on Barbados, submitted to  the French Colonial and Naval 
Minister and dated April 1836 (but based on a visit in the previous 
year), is translated in this article. On January 2, 1837, about eight , 
months after Bernard's report, another French team arrived which 
was headed by a Mr. Pudeilham, "the Commissioner appointed 
by the French government to  enquire into the working of the 
Apprenticeship throughout the British West Indian Colonies"; 
there is no record, however, that the report of this team was ever 
published. Finally, in late 1840 or early 1841, another group sur- 
veyed various British colonies in order to study the effects of the 
termination of Apprenticeship. The leader of the group that visited 
Barbados was a naval officer, Captain Jean Francois Layrle; we have 
translated his report, submitted t o  the French Minister of Naval 

4 

Affairs and dated June 1, 1841, in the two previous volumes of this 
Journal. 3 

Judging from the reports of Layrle and Bernard, the French 
observers were not reluctant t o  insert their own evaluations and 
judgements of what they saw and heard, but they were all essen- 
tially looking for the same general types of social and economic 
information. The broad charges given to  Bernard, in particular, 
were delineated by him in the introduction to his report on 
Jamaica. His mission, he noted, had three major objectives: 1) "to 










































