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INTRODUCTION

Prior to the abolition of slavery in its own colonies in 1848, the
French government had long expressed an interest in the possible

social and economic consequences of emancipation. For this reason

France tried to closely follow the effects of emancipation in the
British Caribbean colonies, and over the years sent observers to
various British territories. These observers were charged with
gathering specific information on issues which the French govern-
ment considered significant in assessing the consequences of eman-
cipation and the creation of a nonslave labor force.

The first of these observers to come to Barbados was apparently
A. Bernard, then the Attorney General of the Royal Court at
Guadeloupe, who also visited Antigua and Jamaica. * His published
report on Barbados, submitted to the French Colonial and Naval
Minister and dated April 1836 (but based on a visit in the previous
year), is translated in this article. On January 2, 1837, about eight
months after Bernard’s report, another French team arrived which
was headed by a Mr. Pudeilham, “the Commissioner appointed
by the French government to enquire into the working of the
Apprenticeship throughout the British West Indian Colonies’’;
there is no record, however, that the report of this team was ever
published. Finally, in late 1840 or early 1841, another group sur-
veyed various British colonies in order to study the effects of the
termination of Apprenticeship. The leader of the group that visited
Barbados was a naval officer, Captain Jean Francois Layrle; we have
translated his report, submitted to the French Minister of Naval
Affairs and dated June 1, 1841, in the two previous volumes of this
Journal. 3

Judging from the reports of Layrle and Bernard,* the French
observers were not reluctant to insert their own evaluations and
judgements of what they saw and heard, but they were all essen-
tially looking for the same general types of social and economic
information. The broad charges given to Bernard, in particular,
were delineated by him in the introduction to his report on
Jamaica. His mission, he noted, had three major objectives: 1) “to
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ascertain the internal and topographical conditions of each of these
colonies as they relate to the Act of Emancipation”; 2) “to verify
the influence of this Act on labor output and agricultural produc-
tion as well as the value of colonial property”; 3) “to gather
together legislative and other acts which have resulted from the
Act’s implementation.” 5

We are not certain when Bernard arrived at Barbados and how
long he stayed. Internal evidence, however, suggests that the visit
occurred around the middle of 1835 (see notes 16, 22, 24, below)
and was rather brief, probably no more than a week or two.
Bernard’s direct conversations seem to have been largely, if not
entirely, with whites — colonial officials, planters, special magis-
trates. ® He clearly knew English well enough to read and translate
it into French, and he was obviously sent to the British islands
because he spoke English, though it is difficult to say how well.

Viewed from a modern perspective, Bernard’s report provides
little information on the Apprenticeship period that is not available
in other more detailed contemporary accourtts; 7 and, as with
Layrle’s report, we do not maintain that it offers important insights
into the changes that were occurring in Barbadian society. Yet,
Bernard’s account, though somewhat less informative than Layrle’s,
is nonetheless of historical interest, anc it also presents the com-
parative view of a French colonial official on the administration and
functioning of a British colony.

With a few exceptions that are indicated in our notes, we have
translated Bernard’s report in its entirety. Our insertions are indi-
cated by brackets in the text, and the editing procedures are
generally those that were employed in our translation of Layrle. 8

Barbados. Apprenticeship period (years 1834 and 1835): Report
made to the Colonial and Naval Minister by Mr. Bernard, Attorney
General of the Royal Court of Guadeloupe.

April 1836

1. Topography — Agriculture

Barbados is 7 leagues long by 5 wide. Its area is 102,380 and
one-half acres, and extends across various plateaus, of gradual
increasing height, from the seashore to the center of the island.
Beyond is the territory called Scotland. This land, cultivated
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exclusively by the Scottish tribe which inhabits it and after which
it is named, offers one of the most remarkable points of the Antilles
for its agriculture and the fertility of its soil.

Barbados has no mountains as high as those elsewhere in the
Antilles, its peaks do not exceed 1,000 feet above sea level. In the
southern part, not a single hill is higher than 300 feet. Except for a
few breaks, formed by the arid escarpments separating the plateaus
and by rather deep ravines, the land is entirely under cultivation,
and no parcel is without an owner.

The colony has no fewer than 400 sugar works and plantations. °
I was unable to learn the number of properties with other crops,
but their products count for little in the island’s exports; these
principally consist of sugar, secondarily of ginger, and even of a
certain amount of food crops.

Agricultural production seemed to me excellent, and the crop
rotation system on which it is based is very skillfully practiced.

The planter has not produced in excess one crop at the expense
of another, and the problem he confronts and which he has success-
fully solved can be summarized as follows: to combine the cultiva-
tion of food crops with that of sugar in such a way that the size
of the sugar harvest is smaller but free and clear of the production
costs which, in other places, place a surcharge on too much produc-
tion. The order of crop rotation is as follows: 1) first crop cane;
2) shoots or ratoons; 3) sweet potatoes and millet; 4) millet and
guinea grass; 5) pasture or new plantings, with the addition of
fertilizer.

One plantation, which follows this crop rotation system, is
average in size and one of the best managed in the colony; it is
the , belonging to M. B , 19 and
covers 300 acres, with a Black population of 170. It does not have
more than 40 acres in first crop cane and 40 in ratoons. On the
average, it produces only 100 hogsheads, but;, at the same time,
enough food is raised for the needs of the plantation population
and enough forage for the livestock which will eventually be
butchered for salted meat. Thus, the owner has only to pay out
such inevitable expenses as the overseer’s wages, doctor, surgeon,
and apothecary fees, figured at one dollar per Black, and, finally,
the cost of clothing and of a small quantity of fish. Since these
expenses are largely met by the profits from molasses and rum,
etc., the result is that all the sugar produced is net profit; and this
profit for the plantation in question, although realized at a time
when sugar sold at its lowest price, was not less in 1835 (according
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to the sales records I am consulting) than 1,500 pounds sterling,
that is 37,500 francs.

Another plantation (V ), situated in Saint Thomas, one of
the most fertile parishes on the island, and having approximately
500 acres and 290 Blacks, is framed on the same crop rotation
system. Its average yield is 300 casks. This plantation, belonging
to Mr. S , was leased to Mr. H , him-
self a landowner and one of the wealthiest attorneys on the island,
for the duration of the Apprenticeship, that is until 1840, at the
annual rent of 4,000 pounds sterling (100,000 francs). 11

The plantation of G ~, located in Saint-Michael
and having only 44 acres and 24 apprentices, is also farmed by this
system; it was rented out, for the same period of time, at the
price of 300 pounds sterling (500 francs).

If I emphasize this method of farming utilized on plantations of
diverse sizes, it is because it seems to me to have far-reaching
effects from two points of view. It is easy to understand how the
market or rental value of property must have been influenced by
the existence of a net profit, free of the precarious conditions of
excess production costs which elsewhere weigh with such disparity
on goods that are produced. In my opinion, there is no doubt that
that influence has converged with the successful practice of mort-
gage buying to encourage the development of credit. During my
stay in Barbados mortgage buying had already been established to
such a point that I have seen offered in the newspapers the invest-
ment of 5 to 6,000 pounds sterling at an interest rate of 6 per cent
with the usual guarantees required.

On the other hand, I cannot help believing that this type of
farming has diminished the feeling of repugnance and of irritation
which accompanies the farmer’s labor under the opposite system.
This has come about by constantly impressing on the mind of the
Black the idea that his own labor is exerted, in a large measure, for
the production of his own means of sustenance and that the land-
owner profits from it to a lesser degree.

2. Population

The population census on record in the parishes showed 101,288
people in 1829. 2 I have reason to believe that this figure is lower
than the real one because the Black population totals 82,807 and
the Whites number no fewer than 15,000. It is obvious that the
Colored population (whose growth in Barbados has progressed no
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less than in the other English colonies) is greater than the difference
between the total for Blacks and Whites and the island-wide figure
reported in 1829. 13

As for the number of the Black population, its accuracy can be
trusted: it is the figure of the Commission formed in London for
the distribution of compensation claims. In what follows, I break
down this figure according to sex, occupation and age of the indi-
viduals. 14 The 1832 census figure was 81,500; the difference
between that and the 1834 census is therefore 1,307. The number
of freedmen no longer registered as slaves is 750; thus, the total
number of the increase is 2,057.

The average price for each individual, determined on the average
value of slaves over an 8 year period from 1822 to 1830, was evalu-
ated by the Commission of Compensation at 47 pounds, 1 shilling,
3 1/4 pence sterling. This figure multiplied by the population
figure gives the sum total of 3,897,276 pounds, 19 1/2 shillings.
However, the sum allocated to Barbados was reduced to 1,721,345
pounds, 19 shillings because of the inadequacy of the 20 million
pounds voted by Parliament. The result is that the average per
capita indemnity paid to the owner does not exceed 20 pounds,

15 shillings. The cost of the services of a laborer during the
Apprenticeship period (that is, until 1840) has been valued juri-
dically at 20 pounds sterling; by adding this figure to the allowed
compensation, one arrives at 40 pounds, 15 shillings. Since the
average of the price fixed by the London Commission was 47
pounds sterling, it follows that the immediate loss to the planter
resulting from the Act of Emancipation has been more than 7
pounds sterling per slave.

3. Produce and Market Value of Property

Here is a table of sugar exports for the years 1833, 1834, 1835.

Years Hogsheads Tierces Barrels
1833 27,015 1,507 651
1834 27,593 1,464 1,083
1835 23,637 1,264 896
Difference 3,956 200 187

The above difference [between 1834 and 1835] approximately
represents the reduction in production corresponding to the reduc-
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tion in labor which must have resulted from the portion of time
reserved for the apprentices’ own use; but one must not overlook
the face that in Barbados the labor force exceeds the needs of
cultivation.

Following my instructions, I had to determine what might have
been the Act of Emancipation’s effect on the market value of
property. However, since August 1, 1834, there have been only a
very small number of sales, and these, having consisted only of
nominal transfers, could not be of great importance in answering
the question. I have attempted to elucidate the question by looking
at judiciary appraisals, and I must say that these appraisals have not
seemed to me to be lower than the appraisals made prior to the
passage of the Emancipation Act. I have even become aware of one
plantation whose valuation supposedly exceeded by 1,000 pounds
sterling the valuation which had been made earlier; however, the
sale did not take place and therefore no conclusion can be drawn
from that valuation. Moreover, it must be pointed out that because
of internal conditions in Barbados, its agriculture, trade, and
wealth, the immediate effects of the Act must be less noticeable
here than elsewhere. It must also be said that this colony, as well as
Antigua, is placed in such exceptional circumstances that its inhabi-
tants consider themselves, and perhaps rightly so, to be destined to
benefit for a rather long period from the difficulties of the other
colonies; and this feeling, the selfishness of which I don’t claim to
excuse, 1s not, moreover, without some effect on the rental or
market value of property.

4. The Legislature and the Judiciary

Since Barbados has always been an English colony, legislative and
judiciary powers are organized in the same way as in Antigua and
Jamaica; I will therefore not dwell at length on the nature of their
organization.

Theé Governor of Barbados is at the same time Governor-General
of the islands of Grenada, Saint Vincent, Tobago, and of their
respective dependencies; he is also Chancellor, Vice-Admiral and
Commander of the Armies, etc. His Majesty’s Council is composed
of 11 members, the honorific presidency belongs to the Bishop, and
the president in fact is the oldest Council member. ** A secretary
and a chaplain are assigned to this body. There are 22 members of
the Colonial Assembly; they are elected by the 11 parishes, each
being represented by 2 members.
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The principal public officials are, as in the other colonies, the
Attorney General, the Solicitor General, the Advocate General,
the Receiver, the Council Secretary and Notary Public, the Police
Constable, the Clerk of the Chancellery (who is also the Crown’s
assistant clerk), the Deputy Provost-Marshal, the Colonial Trea-
surer, the Storekeeper and the Deputy Postmaster, the Captain
of the Port, the Inspector of Weights and Measures, the Superinten-
dent of the Town Hall and of Prisons.

The jurisdiction of the Court of Common Pleas is divided into 5
precincts. There are 52 Justices of the Peace. Certain officials,
such as the Attorney General, the Bishop, the Archdeacon and the
Speaker of the House are Justices of the Peace by right. Each
parish has the services of a coroner.

5. Stipendiary Magistrates

Barbados did not succeed, like Antigua, in repudiating Appren-
ticeship. The state of mind of the Black population did not permit
this; but, because of its limited area, in the administration of justice
Barbados succeeded in adopting a different method from the one
adopted in Jamaica. Six magistrates were sent from the mother
country to Barbados. As a result, the colony was divided into 6
distinct districts. 16

At the most central point of each of these districts, spacious and
uniform buildings were constructed at great cost. These areas con-
sist of a large building, part of which is occupied by the courtroom
and its related offices, and the rest is assigned to the lodging of
police efficers, the caretaker, and other employees.

Behind this building a large enclosure has been constructed where
devices for punishment are permanently installed and which are at
the disposal of the magistrate. In this enclosure are found the
whipping racks, the treadmill, and the shop where rocks are broken
for road maintenance — in short, everything that relates to hard
labor. One of the sides of this enclosure contains the detention
rooms. The prisoners lay on a platform rather like the camp-beds
set up in our barracks. The difference is that at the base of the
platform 2 boards are stuck together in which holes have been
made; these holes hold fast one of the legs of the prisoner so as to
reduce him to a state of almost absolute immobility.

Another building, located at the back of the court yard, contains
cells used for solitary confinement; there are 16 such cells.
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