
Journal of the Barbados Museum and Historical Society 

vOz' 'Ir c 2 0 6 9 

Bibliographic Addenda to Guides for the 
Study of Barbados Histo y, 19 71 G 1991 
Jerome S .  Handler 

T he materials discussed here have come to my attention since the 
publication of my 1971 and 1991 guides for the study of 

Barbados history.' In my 1991 Supplement, I referred to Kenneth E. 
Ingram's important and valuable 1975 Manuscripts Relating to 
Commonwealth Caribbean Countries, and stressed that it is "an 
essential source for the location of Barbados (and West Indian) 
manuscripts in the United States (and Canadian) repositorie~."~ 
Here I must mention his equally important and more recent 
Manuscript Sources for the History of the West Indies. This work 
contains many references to manuscripts dealing with Barbados. 
The index makes it quite easy to identify these manuscripts, which 
are located in a wide array of repositories in the West Indies, 
Canada, United States, and United K i n g d ~ m . ~  

In this article I only list published works (with one exception, a 
manuscript in the American Philosophical Society), and essentially 
follow the same procedures I used in my earlier Guides. Unless 
otherwise noted, particularly with respect to very rare items, 
because I only list one location does not necessarily mean that this 
is the only known location; locations can be established through the 
on-line WorldCat/OCLC, the National Union Catalog (Library of 
Congress), and the English Short Title Catalogue (compiled by the 
British Library). 

Anonymously Authorised Published Works 
"Bridgetown, a la Barbade". This picture, identified as 
Bridgetown, accompanies a brief report on Barbados titled "La 
Barbade. Antilles" in the form of a journal entry by an anonymous 
author, identified only as a "voyageur". It was published in 1840 in 
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Bridgetown, B la Barbade 

Magasin Pittoresque (vol. VIII, January [Paris], pp. 1 7- 1 8; the copy 
that I examined is located in the University of Chicago Library). 
The author arrived at Barbados on August 4, 1839 and only stayed 
a few days. He comments briefly on Carlisle bay and how his ship 
was surrounded by hawkers in canoes selling fresh fruit, milk, etc, 
and the animated atmosphere of people and goods at the port. He 
found Bridgetown pleasant with wide streets covered with fine 
sand, and containing about 1,200 houses, mostly of wood, resting 
on stone foundations, and with frontal balconies. He notes the 
presence of two churches, a public library, and the public buildings 
for the governor and administration. He comments on the numerous 
stores and stalls owned by blacks and coloured people, selling a 
wide variety of merchandise, and how business stops at four or five 
in the afternoon. He was quite surprised, he writes, to see "a great 
number of people carrying sunshade parasols to guard against the 
rays of the moon. In Barbados they attribute to this heavenly body 
an unlucky/malign influence; but if these promenades are 
sometimes bad for the health, it is more likely that they have been 
caught by the abundant dew that covers the earth overnight" (my 
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translation). He learned that the black population is four times as 
numerous as the white, makes a few brief comments on the island's 
school system, Codrington College, the other towns, and 
agricultural production. "The general character of the island does 
not lack appeal," he writes, ending his brief account with a 
sentimental rendering of the tropical beauty of Barbados. 

The Adventures of Jonathan Corncob, Loyal American Refugee. 
Written by Himself. 

London, printed for the author, 1787; reprinted Godine 
Publisher, Boston, 1976.213 pp. 

Noted in my 1971 Guide (p. 50) but not examined at the time and 
somewhat misleadingly described, this anonymously authored 
novel set during the period of the American Revolution contains 
several chapters which describe the hero's visit to Barbados. The 
novel and the chapters on Barbados are discussed in detail 
elsewhere in this issue of the JBMHS (see Francesca Brady and 
Jerome S. Handler, eds., "Jonathan Corncob Visits Barbados: 
Excerpts from a Late 18th Century Novel"). 

A new and accurate Mercators chart of'the West India Islands 
from Barhadoes to Jamaica. Publish'd as the Act directs. Jany. 

Ist, 1800. 
London, 1800 [The John Carter Brown Library] 

A very large (92cm x 138 cm) nautical chart in two sheets, 
showing the Caribbean sea from northern Venezuela through the 
Leewards, Hispaniola, and Jamaica; also inset maps with harbor 
areas of various islands. Barbados is shown on the map, with 
conventional geographical areasltowns identified, but its harbor is 
not depicted; however, on the lower right there is a profile of the 
island, showing it "when the N. point of the island bears W.N.W. 9 
Leagues ." 

Reflections on the proclamation of the second of July, 1783, 
relative to the trade between the United States of America and 
the West-India Islands; addressed to the Right Honourable 
William Pitt. 
[London, 17831.322 pp. [The John Carter Brown Library] 

Libraries generally attribute authorship to Sir Philip Gibbes, but 
no author is given on the title page (nor is imprint data given) or 
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elsewhere in the pamphlet; and authorship in uncertain. On the title 
page of the JCB copy, a contemporary hand has written in 
manuscript "From Sir Philip Gibbes to Lord Lewishom". Similarly, 
on the title page of the Boston Public Library copy, a contemporary 
hand has written, "From Sir Philip Gibbes to Sir John Warren"; "on 
the basis of this inscription," the Boston Public Library catalog 
states, "perhaps written by Sir Philip Gibbe~ ."~  However, it is by no 
means certain that Gibbes authored this book. Rather, it is possible 
that he inscribed the copies that he sent to Lewishom and Warren, 
bringing to their attention an argument with which he agreed. 
Gibbes, of course, was a prominent Barbadian planter in the late 
eighteenth century and early nineteenth and the author of several 
works on plantation management (See Handler, Guide, 1971, pp. 
49-50,57-58,60). 

The July 1783 proclamation of the British Parliament refers to an 
act regulating certain aspects of the trade between Britain and the 
United States. It orders that a variety of materials produced in the 
U.S. can be imported in British ships from any port in the U.S. to 
the British West Indian colonies and that colonial products can be 
carried in British ships to American ports; however, they have to 
pay export duties and are subject to the same regulations as 
anything exported to any British colony in America. The 
proclamation continues a prohibition of direct trade with the West 
Indies by American ships. The pamphlet examines the implications 
of this proclamation with the respect to "how the interest of Great 
Britain will be ultimately affected by the measure." West Indian 
economies will suffer, the author argues, and, by extension, the 
economy of Great Britain will suffer, if the proclamation is 
enforced. Statistics are given for 1773-83, on English imports of j 

West Indies sugar from each West Indian colony, including 
Barbados. 

Some short and necessary observations, proper to be 
considered, in the settlement of the AfLican trade. I .  The votes 
of the House the 7th of June, 1711, viz. That an humble address 
be made to Her Majesty . . . 
[London, 171 1 ?I, 3 pp. [British Library] 

This item requests that an appeal be made to the Queen to take 
measures that would protect the African-trade, till some other 
provision be made by Parliament for same. It lists ten points 
concerning the British slave trade in Africa, of which the tenth is 
"The Barbadoes Petition Relating to the African trade," which is 
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reproduced. The "Barbadoes Petition" was also published 
separately, and briefly mentioned in Handler's 1971 Guide (p. 21), 
although 88 signatories, rather than 85, were mistakenly counted. 
Many were prominent slaveholders, e.g., William Sharpe, Thomas 
Alleyne, John Frere, William Cleland, John Rous, James Dotin. 
The petition argues for the preservation of Britain's interests in the 
slave trade and the petitioners "pray, that the British interest on the 
coast of Africa, may be effectually preserved, and the trade put on 
such a foot, that a sufficient number of Negroes may be had on the 
coast on moderate rates, and your petitioners supply'd on 
reasonable terms here." 

Published Works by Identified Authors 

BLEBY, HENRY 

West India emancipation vindicated. Speech of Rev. Henry 
Bleby, missionaq ffom Barbadoes, at the anniversary of West 

India emancipation, at Abington, (Mass.) July 31, 1858. 
[Boston, 18581 16 pp. [Library Company of Philadelphia] 

An alternate title is Speech of Rev. Henry Bleby, missionary from 
Barbadoes, on the results of emancipation in the British W. I. 
Colonies: delivered at the celebration of the Massachusetts Anti- 
Slavery Society, held at Island Grove, Abington, July 31st, 1858. 

Bleby, a Methodist missionary, had only been in Boston for three 
weeks before giving this talk. He had come from Barbados, where 
he was at a mission station "nine miles from Bridgetown." He gives 
a few details on sugar production in Barbados, land values, his 
Methodist congregation, the Barbadian "character," and Methodist 
schools and education. He ends with an appeal to the Massachusetts 
congregation to raise money for his school in Barbados. Bleby had 
also been in Antigua and Jamaica before coming to Barbados. 

DUKE, JOHN 

Two letters on the treatment of Negroes, in the island of 
Barbadoes, together with some observations on slavery, and in 
defence of the African trade. 
Bridgetown, 1788.28 pp. 

This extremely rare pamphlet (the only known copy is in the 
Wren Library, Trinity College, Cambridge, England) by the curate 
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of St. Michael defends West Indian planters against criticisms of 
British abolitionists, argues that slaves in the West Indies, Barbados 
in particular, are well treated and certainly better off than Africans 
in Africa. The pamphlet's contents as well as biographical 
background on John Duke, a Barbadian, are described in my article, 
"A Rare Eighteenth-Century Tract in Defense of Slavery in 
Barbados: The Thoughts of the Rev. John Duke, Curate of St. 
Michael" (JBMHS, vol. 5 1 [2005], pp. 58-65). Coincidentally, a 
similar defense of slavery was published by Henry Holder, another 
Barbadian clergyman, in the same year; neither apparently was 
aware of the other's work (See Ibid., and Handler, Guide, 1971, p. 
52). 

FRANCK, RICHARD 

Northern memoirs, calculated from the meridian of Scotland. 
Wherein most or all of the cities, citadels, seaports, castles . . . 
are compendiously described . . . Writ in the year 1658, but not 
till now made publick. 
London, 1694.304 pp. [The John Carter Brown Library] 

This item has nothing to do with the West Indies, but in a section 
giving advice and hints on "angling" or sports fishing, the author 
advises that bait should be stored in a wooden box made water tight 
with various oils, including "Barbadoes Tar". This is a very early 
mention of this product of Barbados by this name. Although Ligon 
(1657, p. 101) provides the earliest reference of which I am aware 
to this material when he mentions "an unctuous substance, 
somewhat like tarre," he does not name this "unctuous substance"; 
the term "Barbados Tar" became more common in later years. 

HOLDER, HENRY EVANS 

A brief, but, it is presumed, a suficient answer to the 
philosophy of masons. Bristol, 1791 20 pp. 
A system of French accidence and syntax 
2nd edition, London, 1790; 3rd ed. London, 1791. 

The above works by the Barbadian-born Anglican clergyman 
have not been consulted. Other works by him, including his well- 
known treatise in defense of the slave trade and slavery, A short 
essay on the subject of Negro slavery (London, 1788), are cited in 
Handler, Guide (1971), pp. 52,55,56,57.  

! JOHNSON, CHARLES 
! 

A general history of the pyrates, from theirfirst rise and 
settlement in the island of Providence, to the present time . . . 
By Captain Charles Johnson. 
London, 1724 [and a number of subsequent editions] 

This classic work is generally attributed to Daniel Defoe and one 
edition or another is found in many libraries. The index to the 
comprehensively edited and annotated volume by Manuel 
Schonhorn (University of South Carolina Press, 1972), gives 
several entries for Barbados, and Schonhorn's introduction is an 
authoritative scholarly treatise on this work and Defoe's authorship. 

Johnson's introduction reproduces a document, dated Whitehall, 
September 15, 1717, which notes the complaints made by various 
governors of the West Indian colonies concerning the growth of 
pirates in Caribbean waters, and gives a "A List of his Majesty's 
ships and vessels employed, and to be employed, at the British 
Governments and Plantations in the West-Indies"; 14 ships are 
named, including two at "Barbadoes [and] Leeward Islands." 
"Those at Jamaica, Barbadoes, and the Leeward Islands," the 
document notes, "are to join upon Occasion, for annoying the 
Pyrates, and the security of the trade." (pp. 39-40). 

Chapter IV (pp. 95-113) is a lengthy account of "Major Stede 
Bonnet and his crew." Stede, the author writes, "was a gentleman of 
good reputation in the Island of Barbadoes, was master of a 
plentiful fortune, and had the advantage of a liberal education. He 
had the least temptation of any man to follow such a course of life, 
from the condition of his circumstances." Stede, we are told, "fitted 
out a sloop with ten guns and 70 men, entirely at his own expence, 
and in the night-time sailed from Barbadoes, in his ship, called the 
Revenge, and his first adventure took him off the coast of Virginia." 
A number of Stede's pirating ventures are described, including his 
attacks on ships bound to and from Barbados. He was finally 
arrested and in 1718 tried in South Carolina, where he received the 
death sentence (pp. 95- 1 

In the account of a Captain Tew, the author quotes from the papers 
of Tew's quartermaster, describing Madagascar and comparing it 
with Barbados, the former being far less expensive than the latter; 
he details the relative costs of both places in setting up "sugar 
works," purchasing and feeding slaves, and notes that "tho' a cattle 
mill is of less expence in Barbadoes, yet the feeding of horses and 
oxen at Barbadoes is very dear" (p. 436). 














