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Introduction and Background to the Adventures of Jonathan
Corncob

Published in 1787, this obscure satirical novel written by an
author who to this day remains anonymous,’ treats the
adventures of a young man from the farmlands of Massachusetts
during the period of the American Revolution. Living by his wits,
Jonathan Corncob’ manages to extricate himself from a variety of
situations of his own making or into which circumstances have
thrust him. During the course of his adventures, Corncob spends
some time in Barbados, and the three brief chapters that depict this
visit are reproduced below in their entirety. (In publishing these
chapters, we retain the original spelling, capitalization, punctuation,
and paragraph ordering.)

To place these three chapters in the context of the chapters that
precede them, we summarize the novel up to Corncob’s departure
for Barbados.

At Jonathan’s birth, a local witch told Mrs. Charity Corncob her
son would die “either by some unforeseen accident, or of some
violent disease.” The witch failed to mention the beatings,
imprisonment, starvation, exhaustion, and heartbreak from which
the young American would recover — over the course of his
turbulent youth. Before his escapades began, Corncob enjoyed a
quiet childhood in Massachusetts Bay Colony, where his pious and
superstitious mother struggled to protect him from his fate, and his
illiterate father insisted on his formal education. However, neither
his mother’s coddling nor his ability to read, write, and calculate































