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INTRODUCTION

The concept of plantation slavery as used in this chapter is limited to the form of
social control and economic exploitation of non-European workers characteristic of
the British Caribbean and American South during the seventeenth to nineteenth
centuries. The development and longevity of plantation slavery differed in the British
Caribbean and the American South, but the common origins of the slave popula-
tions, patterns of development, and communality of material culture are sufficient to
allow comparative analyses. The ideas expressed here draw heavily from our re-
search in Barbados (Handler and Lange 1978), as well as other studies of plantation
contexts in the British Caribbean and North America (e.g., Armstrong 1982; Druc-
ker 1979; Fairbanks 1974; Lees 1980; Mathewson 1973; Otto 1975; Pulsipher and
Goodwin 1982; Singleton 1980).

Prior to 1970, historical documents generated most of our data regarding slavery
and in our previous reports on the Barbados research (Handler 1972; Handler and
Lange 1978, 1979; Lange 1972), we concluded that slavery cannot be identified
through archaeological efforts alone. We reiterate this premise about the “archae-
ology of slavery™ at the outset. Within the ethnohistoric approach we review how
research during the past decade has demonstrated the potential for the study of
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