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INTRODUCTION

Continental Europeans who visited Barbados in the seventeenth century oc-
casionally published accounts of the island, vut some of these are generally not
well known, and apparently have not been utilized by researchers concerned
with early Barbadian history:  An example of such an account is the one written
in German by Felix Christian Spoeri? Although it is not an especially rich
source of detailed information on island life, it does contain materials which we
hope will be of interest to readers of this journal.

Very little biographical information is available on Spoeri. Born in 1638,
he was a German-speakirg Swiss physician and surgeon who came from an old
Zurich family® For unstated reasons he left his homeland, while in his early
twenties, and made his way to Holland. At Amsterdam, in 1660, he signed aboard
the Black Horse, a ship captained by a Mr. Armstrong of Exeter, England. The
ship, a merchantman of 400 tons with a crew of 34, was bound for Barbado:/‘
with a principal cargo of 52 horses from northern Holland. Presumably, Spoer
was expected to care not only for the ship’s crew, but especially for its valuable
animal cargo.

Sailing from Amsterdam on November 28, 1660, the Black Horse arrived
at Barbados on January 11, 1661. Approximately four weeks later, after having
sold its cargo, the ship left Barbados for New England where it acquired timber,
salt meat, flour, and thirty horses. With this cargo the Black Horse returned
to Barbados, arriving on April 30, 1661. Spoeri again left the island on June 15,
1661, and continued to travel on merchantmen between the West Indies and
Europe. On December 3, 1662 he returned to Barbados once more and three
weeks later embarked for Tortuga, off the coast of Venezuela.

Thus, over the span of a few years, Spoeri made a number of voyages between
the Old and New Worlds and within the West Indies. His account indicates
that the ships on which he sailed were principally engaged in transporting
horses to the West Indies. In all, Spoeri visited Barbados at least three times
during the early 1660s, and spent a total of approximately fourteen weeeks on
the island. However, only his experiences on the first visit (January 11, 1661 to
February 8, 1661) are related in any detail, and it is in this section of the hook
(pp. 10—29) that he also describes what most impressed him on the island. This
section, and two other minor passages relating to Barbados (pp. 47—48, 66),
are translated in their entirety.

A few comments can be made concerning Spoeri’s account and the proce-
dures employed in translating it: The descriptive sections appear to have been
written some years after Spoeri’s visit to the island (e.g., see note 6), bt it iz
difficult to determine the extent to which these are based upon journal or diary
notes (he evidently kept some record during his voyages), and recall. His ap-

































